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Six Sisters presents
“Fabric Spectacular”
February 24th  - 28th

Grand Prize worth $300.
Receive a free tote bag when you finish the Shop Hop.

Hrs 10-6 and 10-5 on Saturday

• A Quilt of Many Colors
15026 State Rd. 1
Leo, IN  46765
206-627-2907

• Caroline’s Cottage Cottons
195 Weston St.
Rome City, IN 46784
260-854-3900

• Edwards Sewing Center
4114 N. Clinton
Ft Wayne, IN 46805
260-486-3003

• Engine House Quilt Shop
160 W. Main St.
Berne, IN 46711
260-589-3060

• Heaven on Earth
4767 N. St Rd 15
Wabash, IN 46992
765-833-5461

• Quilts N Gifts
2190 Commerce Dr., Ste 2
Bluffton, IN 46714
260-565-4438

(Shop hours may vary by location  Please
see individual ads for specifics.)

When I first started quilting, most of
my quilts were made for charity or gifts
to friends and family. My skills would
improve just through the practice of  the
various types of  quilts being made.

After taking my passion for quilting to
a new level
by creating a
business, I
find myself
with little
time to work on my own projects.
Although some of  my clients are so
trusting of  my skills that they let me
experiment on their quilts, I personally
prefer to experiment on my own in case
it doesn’t work out.

Perhaps it’s the engineer in me, but to
just play on a blank piece of  fabric seems
like a waste so I try to come up with
something—or have an end purpose for
a project—that would allow me to be
creative, push my envelope of  skills and
learn something new. This elevates the
stress and desire to do it right the first
time. It reminds me of  when I used to
take flute lessons as a young person. I
rarely had time for practice sessions, but
was taking instruction from a pro and he
understood my academic schedule and
worked with me anyway. Each lesson was
almost a sight-reading challenge and often
was a duet with him. I loved the pressure
and as a result excelled at sight-reading.
Maybe it prepared me for my work now.

This fall is show season with county
fairs and local and regional quilt shows
happening nearby. Often, when I hear of
the theme of  a show, it motivates me to
get out a project I may have in my stash
and work on it. This season there are
several show themes that motivated me

Kissed Quilts
Developing New Skills

to work on multiple projects. A four-
block challenge and use of  EQ7 software
resulted in two entries. “Red Starry
Night” got a judges' choice and a 2nd
place in the whole show.

Another show theme inspired me to get
out a
project but I
ul t imately
realized it
didn’t fit the

theme since it was a book title and had a
very different meaning than the literal
translation of  the words. Although I was
well on the way to my finished project, I
did some research on the book and had
an idea that developed into an exciting
design. Both of these projects are pushing
my skills to new levels. Blog entries
discuss these projects in detail, so I hope
you’ll check them out.

Do you like visiting National Parks?
Did you realize that on August 25, 2016,
the National Park Service will be 100 years
old? Let this be an event that inspires you
to create a beautiful quilt. You’re being
given ample time to consider this idea and
create something that pushes your skills
and may remind you of  a trip you took
with your family. In future articles I’ll be
talking more about this initiative, but
you’re getting the first heads up here to
consider creating a special project.

–Marlene Oddie is an engineer by education,
project manager by profession and now a

quilter by passion in Grand Coulee, WA. She
enjoys long-arm quilting, but especially enjoys

designing quilts and assisting in the creation of
a meaningful treasure for the recipient. Follow
Marlene’s adventures via her blog at http://

kissedquilts.blogspot.com or on http://
www.facebook.com/kissedquilts

.

By Marlene Oddie

Every August brings talk of  the relief
a parent feels when the kids go back to
school. At the office, the checkout line,
or on Facebook, moms moan that finally
they can keep the house clean; finally,
some peace and quiet; finally, time to sew,
knit, or craft. But school time doesn’t help
the mom of  toddlers, homeschooling
parents, or those house-bound during a
winter storm. These
moms need something
a little more creative
than a big, yellow bus
pulling up to the door.
They need…

Games—Don’t let being cooped up in
the house drive everyone to their own
rooms, phones, or computers. Turn off
the electronics and get out a board game.
Monopoly can keep them busy for at least
four hours. For even more fun, get out a
sheet of  poster board and your craft
supplies and fashion your own board
game.

Books—Kids love read-alouds. Mine
would beg for “just one more chapter”
every evening while they sipped hot tea
and munched popcorn by the fire. If  you
know a storm is coming, head to the
library or book shop and stock up on
some new titles.

Baking—There’s no better way to
warm up a cold kitchen than popping
some cookies into the oven. Get the kids
into the kitchen and bake things together.
When the treats are done, get out the
finery and have a tea party.

Movies—In our home, movies are a
treat reserved for a weekend night if
certain criteria are met. Criteria like a clean
room, chores done, and no fighting that

by Carol J. Alexander
day. But if  the kids are home for snow
days, and they’ve had all the sledding they
can take, what’s it going to hurt to watch
three in a row—just this once.

Crafts—Do you knit, crochet, or do
needlework? Have you taught your kids
to do it, yet? There’s no better time than
when stranded during a storm. Cutting
quilt squares, creating scrapbook pages,

or fashioning beaded
jewelry can occupy the
hours till the plows
come down the road.
And if the kids are too

young to enjoy mommy’s craft, give them
some age appropriate beads, fabric scraps,
or other miscellaneous supplies and let
them create.

Special toys—For the preschoolers,
keep a box of  toys put up for special
occasions. Snow days, rainy days, and sick
days are those kinds of  occasions. When
you get them out, they are like new all
over again and keep their attention longer.

Camping—Spend the day planning and
packing. After supper, hide stuffed
animals all around the family room. Pitch
the tent in the middle of  the floor. If  you
don’t have a tent, throw some blankets
over a table and pretend. Bring in the
bedding or sleeping bags and camp out
right there. Turn out the lights and have
them hunt the animals with flashlights.
Tell stories, eat popcorn, and giggle the
night away.

Don’t wait until the weather report
looks ominous. Make plans now for
entertaining the little folk in your life
when the storm winds blow and the time
will pass faster than you ever thought
possible.

Surviving Winter Storms with Little Ones

  

Four Shops + Three Day = ONE GREAT EVENT

Thursday, March 26th ; Friday, March 27th

Saturday, March 28th – 10-5 each day
FREE Passports Available from each shop!

FREE Pattern for “Garden Plenty”
Sample in each shop using the Corn and Bean Block

Be sure to have your passport stamped at ALL FOUR SHOPS
to qualify for THE GRAND PRIZE

$50 Gift Certificate from EACH of the 4 Shops!

Cotton Candy Quilt Shoppe, 5001 N Wheeling Ave., Muncie, IN 47304
(765) 254-1584 • www.cottoncandyquiltshoppe.com

Country Creations, 5342 N 400 W, Decatur, IN 46733
(260) 547-4535 • fabrics2@onlyinternet.net

Engine House Quilt Shop, 160 W Main St., Berne, IN 46711
(260) 589-3060 •  www.enginehousequiltshop.com

Stickley’s Quilting, 104 S Harrison St., Portland, IN 47371
(937) 417-2160 •  FaceBook: Stickley’s Quilt Shop


