
©



The Country Register of IndianaPage 2

o fo fo fo fo f In In In In Indddddianaianaianaianaiana

www.CountryRegisterOnline.com

The Country Register of  Indiana  • May & June 2023 •  Vol. 24 No. 1
The Country Register is published every other month. Copyright © 1998. The Country
Register of  Indiana, Inc. is one of  a national network of  independently owned and
published specialty newspapers licensed by The Country Register with exclusive rights
to publish in the state of  Indiana using logos and graphics owned by The Country
Register. Page header and footer, and icons accompanying regular features in this
edition are copyright © 2006 by Tracey Miller and this publication and may not be
reprinted. Reproduction or use, without obtaining permission, of  editorial or
graphic content by anyone in any manner is strictly prohibited.
Articles published in this newspaper, which are contributed by outside sources, express the opinions of  their
authors only, and may not express the viewpoint(s) of  the management or staff  of  The Country Register.
Such articles that are accepted for publication herein may be edited at the sole discretion of  the publisher.
Responsibility for products advertised in this newspaper lies with the advertisers themselves. Though The Country
Register will not knowingly publish fraudulent materials or fraudulently obtained materials, we are not liable
for any damages arising from purchase or use of  products advertised herein. Notification regarding any consumer
complaints related to merchandise purchased from our advertisers would be appreciated and would assist in our
publishing efforts.

P.O. Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759
Phone: 888-616-8319 • Fax: 800-609-0278

Gail & Merle Taylor, Editors & Publishers

IN@CountryRegisterOnline.com
www.countryregisteronline.com

Subscribe to The Country Register!
Send your name and complete mailing address, along with a
check or money order to:

THE COUNTRY REGISTER OF INDIANA
P.O. Box 320, Meridianville, AL 35759

Subscriptions: 1 Year (6 issues): $24 ~ Single copies: $4 for postage & handling

The Country Register Publisher Contact List
The Country Register began in Arizona in the Fall of  1988, to provide effective,

affordable advertising for shops, shows, and other experiences enjoyed by a kindred
readership. Since then the paper has flourished and spread. Look for the paper in
your travels.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, VISIT
WWW.COUNTRYREGISTER.COM

Publications All Across The United States & Canada
UUUUUSASASASASA
Arizona: Barb Stillman, 602-942-8950
Arkansas: Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
California & N. Nevada: Barb Stillman, 602-942-8950
Colorado: Jan & John Keller, 719-866-8570
Connecticut: Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
Delaware: Merle & Gail Taylor, 888-616-8319
Florida: Amy & David Carter, 866-825-9217
Georgia: Linda Parish, 706-340-1049
Idaho (N): Kelsey Ruzicka, 605-568-0181
Idaho (S): Barb Stillman, 602-942-8950
Illinois: Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
Indiana: Gail & Merle Taylor, 888-616-8319
Iowa : Linda Glendy, 641-751-2619
Kansas: Cindy Baldwin, 866-966-9815
Maine: Robin Levison, 518-752-6399
Maryland: Stacy Lute, 443-909-0531
Mass. & RI: Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
Michigan: Bill & Marlene Howell, 989-793-4211
Minnesota: Kim & Mick Keller, 763-754-1661
Missouri: Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
Montana: Kelsey Ruzicka, 605-568-0181
Nebraska: Barb Stillman, 602-942-8950
Nevada (N): Barb Stillman, 602-942-8950
Nevada (S): Glena Dunn, 702-523-1803

New Hampshire: Robin Levison, 518-752-6399
New Jersey: Merle & Gail Taylor, 888-616-8319
New Mexico: Jan & John Keller, 719-866-8570
New York: Mike & Wendy Rothfuss, 502-468-3938
North Carolina: Barb Stillman, 602-942-8950
North Dakota: Kelsey Ruzicka, 605-568-0181
Ohio: Barb Moore, 937-652-1157
Oklahoma: Lenda Brown, 405-470-2597
Oregon: Barb Stillman, 602-942-8950
Pennsylvania: Merle & Gail Taylor, 888-616-8319
Rhode Island: Dave Carter, 866-825-9217,
South Carolina: Barb Stillman, 602-942-8950
Texas: Lenda Williams, 405-470-2597
Vermont: Robin Levison, 518-752-6399
Virginia: Amy Carter, 866-825-9217
Washington & E. OR: Barb Stillman, 602-942-8950
West Virginia: Merle & Gail Taylor, 888-616-8319
Wisconsin: Scott & Jennifer Hughes, 715-838-9426
Wyoming: Kelsey Ruzicka, 605-568-0181

CANADACANADACANADACANADACANADA
Alberta: Marcy Horswill, 587-585-3545
British Columbia: Jenifer Smith, 800-784-6711
Manitoba & Saskatchewan: Coleen Gust, 306-585-0274
Ontario: Harriet Ramos, 613-424-64200

KEEP UP WITH EVENTS AND SHOP
NEWS ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/COUNTRYREGISTERIN

Clutter Happens     by  Julie Pirtle

Mother’s Day is the time of  year that starts me thinking a
lot about the women that I have been privileged to have in
my life. Each one of  them has touched and molded me into
the woman I am today.

At an early age, I was fortunate to have three Great Grand-
mothers. While I don’t know much about their lives, I know I
come from good stock.

Great Grandma S was born of  German immigrants and
grew up in a small farming community in Eastern Washing-
ton. I was young when she passed away, but I remember so
much about her. She was a lovely woman who always had a
smile that exuded love, a warm lap and homemade sugar cookies that were always in
supply. In her, I learned the feeling of  being nurtured.

Great Grandma H married at the age of  15 and homesteaded a property in Mon-
tana with her 17 year old husband. Her life was tough and so was her demeanor. When
I was very young, she gifted me a scrapbook that held her treasured mementos. I
would spend hours looking at the pages. That inspired me to start my own scrapbook
at the age of  5 and it turned into a lifelong passion. I’ve often wondered about the girl
that collected all those precious memories and what she was like before life made her
so gruff.

Great Grandma B was a nutcase. I think the entire family was afraid of  her and from
the stories I’ve heard, they had a right to be! She lived in the Midwest so my encoun-
ters with her were few yet impactful. She came to visit us once and stayed in my room
while she was there.

There were no warm fuzzies from her and it was puzzling to me as I didn’t think
Grandma’s acted that way. However, I was most dumbfounded by the candy wrappers
she left in my wastebasket. My six-year-old self  could not understand why she ate the
candy that she surely must have brought for US! From her, I learned what kind of
Grandma I would NOT be!

I was also blessed with two Grandmothers in my life. Grandma R was the youngest
of  seven children and only four years old when her mother died. She never spoke of
it, but we know now that conditions in her home were not good after that.

Grandma dropped out of  school in Jr. High as she didn’t have clothes or shoes to
wear. I found this out recently and it profoundly affected me. You see, my fondest
memory of  her is that she took me shopping before each school year and purchased
any outfit I wanted to have.

Those outfits were special to me for many reasons back then. But the knowledge of
her personal history behind our girl’s day out means even more today. This woman
taught me too many things to share here. But the one thing I most value from her was
her fortitude.

Grandma E showed her love to her family with the use of  her hands. Every family
member has at least one quilt or afghan that she made for us. She always came to our
home with homemade sugar cookies in hand (just like her Mom!). Staying at her home
was always fun and ended with chocolate milk shakes that I got to have in the living
room…as long as I kept it a secret from MY Mom!

As an adult, I have fond memories of  her teaching me how to make noodles and me
teaching her how to use a pasta machine to cut them with! (She was thrilled not to
have to cut them by hand!) She lived long enough to see her first Great Great Grand-
daughter be born and passed away only a few months after. Grandma taught me what
it meant to be cared for.

My Mother gave me so many gifts. She started my love of  singing. One of  my
earliest memories is sitting under her sewing table with my toys. She would teach me
songs that I still know to this day. “Teddy Bear’s Picnic” and “Lonely Little Petunia”
may not have been Top 40 singles, but they were to me!

Mom taught me how to keep a meticulous home.  I can’t say that my own home is
always that way, but I do know that those skills I learned from her have provided me
with the career I have today. Organizing and helping others is my passion and my
livelihood. Little did she know back then that she was setting me up for the successful
and fulfilling business that I enjoy.

It was my good fortune to have so many women in my family. The impact they had
(even my candy hoarding Great Grandma B!) is obvious when I watch my own daugh-
ter as she mothers her children. I see the generational traits and traditions that con-
tinue on through her and it makes me smile. I like to think that all my grandmothers
are smiling, too.

As women, it is not just the Moms in our life that mold us. It is the girlfriends that
are a phone call away for us at two in the morning. It is the ones that can make us laugh
until our bellies ache. The friends that know us better than we know ourselves.

Happy Mother’s Day to those we’ve lost, those who hold us up and those who love
us unconditionally. It’s time to take a moment to acknowledge the gifts they share and
have another laugh or two!

 C’mon. We’ve got this. I know we do!
--Julie Pirtle is a Professional Organizer and owner/operator of  Clutter Happens in Mesa, AZ.
She also works with clients nationally through Video Consultations. The Clutter-Challenged can

reach her at clutterhappens@gmail.com, on Facebook:/clutterhappens or her website
www.clutterhappens.com.

Gifts of the Women in Our Lives
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Shops are listed alphabetically by location.
Advertiser Index

Cities & ShopsCities & ShopsCities & ShopsCities & ShopsCities & Shops                 P                P                P                P                Page #age #age #age #age # Cities & ShopsCities & ShopsCities & ShopsCities & ShopsCities & Shops              P             P             P             P             Page #age #age #age #age #

CHESTERCHESTERCHESTERCHESTERCHESTERTONTONTONTONTON

Events ListingEvents ListingEvents ListingEvents ListingEvents Listing
See shop & show ads for complete details.

May
DayDayDayDayDay EventEventEventEventEvent PPPPPage #age #age #age #age #

1-31 Bernina Sale - Zig Zag, Greenfield ................................................................ 11
1-31 Bernina Sale -Heartland Country Sewing, Goshen .................................... 23
6 Mother’s Day Tea Party - Sew Crazy, Columbus ........................................... 7
7 Antique Market - Tri State, Lawrenceburg ..................................................... 5
13 Celebrate May - Olde Barn Primitives, St Paul .............................................. 9
13 Celebrate May - Tree City Stitches, Greensburg ........................................... 9
20, 21 Flea Market, Tiffin OH ..................................................................................... 8
30 Sallie Tomato Event - Pohlar Fabrics, Liberty ............................................. 10
30-6/3  Anniversary Sale - Berries & Ivy, Martinsville ............................................ 14

June
2, 3 Fiber Festival - Hoosier Hills, Franklin ........................................................... 7
3, 4 Strawberry Days, Metamora ........................................................................... 11
4 Antique Market - Tri State, Lawrenceburg ..................................................... 5
5-10 Fabric & Kits Sale - I Sell Fabric, Shipshewana .......................................... 22
8-10 Quilt & Fiber Expo, Elkhart .......................................................................... 24
9, 10 Spring Into Summer Tour,  Various Towns ................................................. 14
9, 10 Quilt Show - Piecemakers Quilt Guild, Salem ............................................... 4
10, 11 Flea Market, Tiffin OH ..................................................................................... 8
10-18 Flea Market, Friendship ..................................................................................... 5
16, 17 Quilt Fest - Appleseed Quilters Guild, Ft Wayne ....................................... 21
20-24 Mid Summer Sale - Caroline’s Cottage Cottons, Rome City ..................... 22
21-24 Shop Hop - Southern IN, Various Towns ................................................... 19

July
1, 2 Flea Market, Tiffin OH ..................................................................................... 8
2 Antique Market - Tri State, Lawrenceburg ..................................................... 5
20-22 Celebration - Quilters Hall of  Fame, Marion .............................................. 20
20-22 Quilt Show, Wooster OH .................................................................................. 8
21, 22 One Stop Quilt Shop Hop, Wabash .............................................................. 13
29 Bluegrass Event, Hopewell ............................................................................. 12

Bedford ................................ 16
Indiana Quilt Depot
Bloomington .................. 17, 18
Fancy Works
Klaiber’s Sewing Center
Simply Primitive
The Tailored Fit
University of  Sewing
Bluffton................................ 20
Farmer’s Wife Quilt Shop
Brownstown ........................... 5
Scrappy Patches Quilt Shop
Chesterton ............................. 3
Sweet Stitches Quilt Shop
Columbus .............................. 7
Sew Crazy
Crawfordsville ........................ 6
Harvest Inn
Elkhart County .................... 24
Quilt & Fiber Expo
Fort Wayne .......................... 21
Edwards Sewing Center
Quilt Fest
Franklin ................................. 7
Fiber Festival
Friendship ............................. 5
Flea Market
Georgetown ........................... 4
The Quilting Bee
Goshen ................................. 23
Heartland Country Sewing
Greenfield ............................ 11
Zig Zag Corner
Greensburg ............................ 9
Tree City Stitches
Greenwood ............................ 7
Back Door Quilts
Heltonville ........................... 14
Mustard Seed Hill
Kirklin .................................... 6
Fireside Primitives
Lawrenceburg........................ 5
Antique Market
Liberty ................................. 10
Pohlar Fabrics
Madison ................................. 4
Fabric Shop
L & L Yard Goods
Marion ................................. 20
Quilters Hall of  Fame
Martinsville .......................... 14
Berries & Ivy
Metamora ............................ 11
Strawberry Days
Middlebury .......................... 23
Clothesline Creations
The Quilt Shop @ Essenhaus
Monticello ........................... 18
The Quilted Bee

Mooresville ............................ 7
Breezy Manor Farm Wool Shed
Nashville .............................. 15
The Farmhouse Cafe
The Yellow Door Quilt Store
Wishful Thinking
Nineveh ............................... 15
The Farmhouse Cafe
North Vernon ........................ 5
Sharynn’s Quilt Box
Odon ...................................... 4
LOK General Store
Plainfield ............................... 7
Gilley’s
Outta the Shed
Plymouth ............................. 22
Simplee Stated
Portland ............................... 21
Grandma-N-Me Quiltin
Richmond ............................ 10
Nancy’s Fancys
Rome City ............................ 22
Caroline’s Cottage Cottons
Rushville ................................ 9
Elizabeth’s Keepsakes
Salem ..................................... 4
Quilt Show
St Paul .................................... 9
Olde Barn Primitives
Seymour ................................. 5
Primitive Crow
Shipshewana ........................ 22
Cotton Corner
I Sell Fabric
Lolly’s
Yoder Department Store
South Bend .......................... 23
Thyme to Sew
Spencer ................................ 14
Shiny Dime Fibers
Unraveled Quilt Store
Taswell ................................... 6
Harvest Inn
Unionville ............................ 18
The Hand Maiden
Versailles ................................ 4
The Quilter’s Nook
Wabash ........................... 12, 13
Bluegrass at Hopewell
Nancy J’s Fabrics
One Stop Shop Hop
Warsaw ................................ 23
Lowery Sewing & Vacuum
Washington ............................ 4
The Stitching Post

Not Classified by TNot Classified by TNot Classified by TNot Classified by TNot Classified by Townownownownown
Neighboring States ...................... 8
Shop Hop ................................... 19
Tour Towns ................................ 14
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401 E Main St,
Washington, IN 47501

812-254-6063
Hrs: Mon - Sat 10 - 5

Stitching PStitching PStitching PStitching PStitching Postostostostost
“Your Country Quilt Store”

A friendly country store with lots of MODA,
Riley Blake, Andover and Quilting Treasures.

Also 1930’s and Civil War reproduction
fabrics, flannels, batiks and solids.

 Southwestern Indiana's LARGEST full service
quilt store with over 10,000 bolts.

Come see for yourself!

Like us on Facebook

TheTheTheTheThe

Online Catalog
stitchingpostquilts.com

FABRIC
SHOP

• Wide Variety of Fabrics & Notions • DMC Floss
• Quilting Supplies  • Handmade Quilts • Gingher Scissors

• Jack Dempsey Embroidery Kits • Pendleton Wools
• Machine Quilted Quilts  • Knitting & Tatting Supplies

812-265-5828 • 220 E Main St, Madison

Hours:
Mon - Wed 10-4
Thur & Fri 10-5
Hurley Adams, Owner

We specialize in personal instruction for all levels of quilters!

Our friendly staff is always available
to help in any way they can.

The Quilter's Nook
Your quilting and sewing center in Versailles

82 Hill Street Versailles, IN 47042
(Hwy 421 S just past the Dairy Queen and Dollar General on the right)

Hours: Tues-Sat 9-5, Sun 12-4, Closed Mon

812-689-0980

www.facebook.com/pg/thequiltersnookindiana
www.thequiltersnook.com

Join us for a class and
“explore the possibilities!”

Like Us On

4904 Old Georgetown Road,
Georgetown (Edwardsville), IN 47122

I-64 at Exit 118 • (812) 542-1236
Your full service quilt shop offering a large
selection of the finest "Quilt Quality"
100% cotton fabrics from the major quilt
fabric manufacturers and designers.

www.thequiltingbeeshop.com
THE QUILTING BEE

Hours: Wed, Thur & Fri 10-5; Sat 10-3

The Quilting Bee
 Quilt Shop

Classes, patterns, notions and more!

Piecemakers Quilt GuildPiecemakers Quilt GuildPiecemakers Quilt GuildPiecemakers Quilt GuildPiecemakers Quilt Guild
40th Annual Quilt Show40th Annual Quilt Show40th Annual Quilt Show40th Annual Quilt Show40th Annual Quilt Show

Friday, June 9th –10 to 4 & June 10th – 10 to 3
Judged Entries: June 6th – 10 to 5

Location: Southern Hills Chruch, 1645 S State Rd 135, Salem, IN 47167
Local Shop Vendors: Scrappy Patches, Brownstown &

Quilters Corner Cottage, Charlestown
Donation Quilt • Guild Challenge • Vendors • Demonstrations & Much More!
Featured Quilter: Doris Fleming & Special Quilt Display: Bargello Quilts

Admission $5.00
More Info: (812) 620-4318 or (812) 620-0579

FaceBook Page: Washington County Piecemakers Quilt Guild
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BROWNSTOWN - FRIENDSHIP - LBROWNSTOWN - FRIENDSHIP - LBROWNSTOWN - FRIENDSHIP - LBROWNSTOWN - FRIENDSHIP - LBROWNSTOWN - FRIENDSHIP - LAAAAAWRENCEBURG - NORWRENCEBURG - NORWRENCEBURG - NORWRENCEBURG - NORWRENCEBURG - NORTH VERNON - SEYMOURTH VERNON - SEYMOURTH VERNON - SEYMOURTH VERNON - SEYMOURTH VERNON - SEYMOUR

Like us on Facebook @scrappypatches

408 W. Spring St., Brownstown, IN 47220
812-358-1734 • Mon-Fri 9-5

Scrappy Patches
Quilt Shop

Patchwork Club meets every 4th Sat.
(*some exceptions)

May: 25% OFF FABRIC with PURPLE in it
June: 25% OFF FABRIC with ORANGE in it

PreCuts: Are an Extra 5% OFF!

Online store is up and running. Place your Orders Now!

Hours:
Tues-Fri 10-4
and Sat 10-2

Shop online at: www.sharynns.com
890 South State St., North Vernon, IN 47265

(PO Box 1041) • 812-346-4731812-346-4731812-346-4731812-346-4731812-346-4731

2000+ Bolts of 1st Quality 100% Cotton Fabric
Kits • Books • Patterns • Notions

Gift Certificates
Knowledgeable and friendly staff.

Block of the Month • Classes and Clubs

SharSharSharSharSharynn’s Quilt Boynn’s Quilt Boynn’s Quilt Boynn’s Quilt Boynn’s Quilt Boxxxxx
EST. 1994

Sales Rep for:

Authorized

Dealer

sharynn@frontier.com

PRIMITIVE CROWPRIMITIVE CROWPRIMITIVE CROWPRIMITIVE CROWPRIMITIVE CROW
1515 West Dalton Ct/Persimmon Lake,1515 West Dalton Ct/Persimmon Lake,1515 West Dalton Ct/Persimmon Lake,1515 West Dalton Ct/Persimmon Lake,1515 West Dalton Ct/Persimmon Lake,

Seymour, IN 47274Seymour, IN 47274Seymour, IN 47274Seymour, IN 47274Seymour, IN 47274
812-528-2470      Hours will be posted on FB,

Call for Appointment or by chance

Early Wares       Antiques
 Primitive Goods
Seasonal  Items

Country Neighbors 2023 Tour DatesCountry Neighbors 2023 Tour DatesCountry Neighbors 2023 Tour DatesCountry Neighbors 2023 Tour DatesCountry Neighbors 2023 Tour Dates

 Like us on FACEBOOK Like us on FACEBOOK Like us on FACEBOOK Like us on FACEBOOK Like us on FACEBOOK

•    Spring Into Summer Tour –   June 9 & 10•    Spring Into Summer Tour –   June 9 & 10•    Spring Into Summer Tour –   June 9 & 10•    Spring Into Summer Tour –   June 9 & 10•    Spring Into Summer Tour –   June 9 & 10
•    Reap the Harvest Tour –  Sept 8 & 9•    Reap the Harvest Tour –  Sept 8 & 9•    Reap the Harvest Tour –  Sept 8 & 9•    Reap the Harvest Tour –  Sept 8 & 9•    Reap the Harvest Tour –  Sept 8 & 9
• • • • •                Home for the Holidays Tour –  Nov 9 - 11Home for the Holidays Tour –  Nov 9 - 11Home for the Holidays Tour –  Nov 9 - 11Home for the Holidays Tour –  Nov 9 - 11Home for the Holidays Tour –  Nov 9 - 11

for details see FACEBOOK pagefor details see FACEBOOK pagefor details see FACEBOOK pagefor details see FACEBOOK pagefor details see FACEBOOK page
and  Primitive Crow Seymourand  Primitive Crow Seymourand  Primitive Crow Seymourand  Primitive Crow Seymourand  Primitive Crow Seymour

on FACEBOOKon FACEBOOKon FACEBOOKon FACEBOOKon FACEBOOK

Doris Fleming – Featured Quilter at
Piecemakers 40th Annual Quilt Show

My quilting journey began as a teenager, I still have the
quilt nearly 60 years later.  The quilt is of  large roses in
different colors that I appliqued onto blocks.  My mother, a
hand quilter who did beautiful work, quilted it for me on a
regular sewing machine.  I remember she did a lot of  pulling
and tugging because there was no walking foot to help keep
the layers together.  I didn’t quilt for years, enjoying my #1
passion, my family.  When my mother passed away in 2000, I
was handed down most of  her quilting supplies.  She had
many UFO’s (unfinished objects) that I wanted to finish.  I
began taking sewing classes to learn more
techniques and sharpen my skills so I could
finish projects she started and in turn gain
peace and connection with my mother who
worked so hard to make me the person I am
today.

I joined the Washington County
Piecemakers Guild 15 years ago.  I enjoy so
many things that we do.  I don’t have a favorite
quilt pattern, presently I love scrappy piecing
because it’s a stress reliever and a way to use
up scraps.  My advice to a new quilter is: Have
fun, you can do it!  I encourage anyone
interested in quilting to join a guild; they will
meet many wonderful people.  My mother had a refrigerator magnet that said, when
things go to pieces, start quilting!  That’s so true for me.

I have been married to my husband Jessie for almost 52 years and have two daughters
I am very proud of  Tracie and Stephanie.  I was blessed with four exceptional
grandchildren Evan, Brandon, Rebecca, and Rachael.  I am a registered nurse having
worked over 40 years mostly in critical care.  I worked at Whitesburg Appalachian
Regional Hospital, Washington County Memorial Hospital, and Floyd Memorial
Hospital where I retired in 2012.
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765-376-5802
We are all about you and your home!

        Locations Include        Locations Include        Locations Include        Locations Include        Locations Include
• Half to Have It, West Baden/Frenchlick

• Crawfordsville
• Trader Bakers in Jasper

• Gilleys, Plainfield
• Vendors Village, Clarksville
• Harvest Inn South Taswell

 • Curtains • Rugs • Floral • Candles & Melts
• Full line of Home Decor & Gifts

• Albanese Confectionery Candy - made in Indiana

Events on Social Media
Facebook | Instagram @ harvestinn1

Harvest Inn Interior
Decor & Gifts

FiresideFiresideFiresideFiresideFireside
PrimiPrimiPrimiPrimiPrimitivestivestivestivestives

101 S Main St., Kirklin, IN 46050
317-370-7300 •  Ann Kleeman
Hrs: Fri & Sun 12-5; Sat 10-5

Antique furniture, antique
smalls, hand forged tin
lighting, seasonal gifts,

many types of candles, rugs,
baskets, flowers and linens.

So much to see - decorate your home!

www.facebook.com/firesidewool

Stories of a Farm Wife
My Mini Me by Tammy Page

When I think about what a “mini-me” is, I think of  my
oldest granddaughter, Kennedy. My husband calls her my mini-
me because since she was a baby, she’d love to be by my side
and has taken on a lot of  my mannerisms and personality. We
loved to bake, stay in our jammies till late in the mornings
and snuggle in a blanket watching cartoons or a favorite chick
flick. She’s always wanted to help me do dishes, fold laundry,
vacuum and dust. She has spent many nights staying at our
house usually ending up sleeping with me as we pushed pa-
paw up to the guest bedroom.

When she was a little girl, we would go to yard sales to-
gether. Of  course, I would allow her to pick some things out
that she wanted to buy. I’m sure her mom didn’t appreciate all the junk I sent home
with her. But it was so much fun to take her along and see the happiness in that sweet
smile as she discovered a bargain. We would always find a gas station so that we could
get a fountain drink and snack as we headed to the next sale.

As she gets older, the days of  time together have become fewer. She will soon
graduate from high school and leave the nest to go off  to college. At times, when I
think of  her leaving, my heart feels as if  it will break not being able to see my mini-me
when I want to. You see she lives only the next road west of  ours and it's been so easy
to hop in our Ranger to go for a pop in visit. Those visits usually ended up with her
asking her mom if  she could go spend the night at mamaw’s. She would run down the
hall to her room and pack her bag in record time. She’s never had a problem leaving
her mom and dad for the night. I do remember one incident when she cried when her
parents went out the door for a much-needed vacation. She held on to her mom’s
pants and wouldn’t let go as she begged them not to go. Her papaw did not allow the
scene to go on, grabbed her up and held her while I shooed mom and dad to quickly
slip out the door. Within minutes, she was fine while she began digging out the toy
basket from the coat closet. She didn’t cry the entire time they were gone.

Most times when she was over, she would join her papaw at the barn to help him
feed. As soon as she came back into the house, she was by my side again and we would
start back up where we left off. We loved watching chick flicks together, Say Yes to the
Dress, and play waitress and customer. She had an apron, a notepad and pencil and
even play food. She was the best waitress! As we settled in picking out movies such as
27 Dresses or The Notebook we would cuddle as she sat in my lap snacking on chips
or popcorn. On those special nights, Kennedy would lay on her stomach in my lap,
begging me to rub her back with lotion. She still asks me to this day to rub her back
even though as she takes up all of  my lap while her legs hang over the recliner. I’m
pretty sure she would let me use a whole bottle of  lotion if  my hands could hold up
that long. I recently asked her, “what am I going to do when you leave for college?”
and she replied, “mamaw I’ll still come around”. My heart swelled with gladness hear-
ing those words because I’m really going to miss our special times together. Once in a
while, I’ll look out the front window to see her pulling up in our drive, in her own car
for her own “pop up” visit. She doesn’t stay as long or spend the night as often but I’m
still so happy to know that she still needs her mamaw once in a while.

As Mother’s Day approaches, I think about the important women in my life, my
mom, my mother-in-law, my daughter’s and daughter-in-law. It’s hard to realize I now
have to include Kennedy in the list.

I know I’ll cry, maybe even more than her mom, when we help move her to her
dorm room this fall. Although she’ll only be an hour away, I have to realize she’s
grown into a young woman and that our relationship will change. Nevertheless, I hope
she knows there will always be room on my lap.

–Tammy Page writes from her family farm in Indiana.

My face was as red as the strawberries I picked. By afternoon, my back ached, berry
juice stained my hands, and my throat felt parched. I wanted to quit. Just then my
father stopped by the berry field with a large chilled watermelon and cut a thick slice
for me. What a refreshing treat! That was more than fifty years ago. But whether
young or old, many enjoy the bright color and juicy sweetness of  watermelon. So,
from decorations to featured foods, let watermelon steal the show at your summer
par-TEAS.
For a casual party:

Enjoy an outdoor party in your yard, or transport your party to the park. Add piz-
zazz to your table with colorful watermelon-themed paper plates and napkins. I’ve
even found watermelon-shaped candles and watermelon-print fabric that I sewed into
a tablecloth. Or let kids make watermelon paper placemats to add to the decor. Draw
a half-slice of  watermelon on white construction paper. Then let kids color the green
rind and red flesh with crayons or markers. Add black oval dots for seeds. Or buy a
white paper tablecloth for kids to decorate.

For the menu, here’s one idea: lemonade iced tea (see recipe), croissants filled with
ham and cheese, assorted garden vegetables, and watermelon slices. Once the half
slice of  watermelon is eaten, you’re left with a smiling rind and a smiling face. For
dessert, make “watermelon” cookies from your favorite sugar cookie or shortbread
recipe, but tint the dough light red. Roll out the dough, cut circles, and then cut the
circles in half. Press mini chocolate chips into each slice before baking.

After the cookies are baked and cooled, frost the round edges with green frosting
squeezed from a tube. These “watermelon slices” will add a sweet ending to your
meal.
For a fancy party:

A crisp white tablecloth with red or green napkins makes a striking table setting. For
a centerpiece, use half  a small watermelon and place it upside down on a plate. Then
make fruit kabob flowers by cutting watermelon and other fruits into flower shapes or
balls. Assemble them on skewers, and poke them into the watermelon half.

Or create a show stopper by carving a watermelon into a unique design. For our
daughter’s wedding, I cut long oval watermelons into scalloped baskets with handles
and filled them with fruit kabobs. To welcome our newborn granddaughter, I carved
a small watermelon into a baby buggy, poking in paper umbrellas for wheels, then
filled it with fruit salad. You could even carve your melon into a teapot. For these ideas
and more, go to www.watermelon.org (click on carvings).

Plan the menu around favorite tea foods, and finish with a frosty slice of  “water-
melon” sherbet made from one of  these recipes.

1. Wrap the inside of  a medium-sized mixing bowl with plastic wrap. Spread a one-
inch layer of  green pistachio ice cream or lime sherbet to cover the entire inside sur-
face of  the bowl. Freeze until firm. Soften pink strawberry ice cream or raspberry
sherbet and mix in mini chocolate chips. Fill the green bowl with the ice cream or
sherbet. Freeze until firm. Before serving, thaw slightly, unmold, and cut “watermelon
slices” with a sharp knife dipped into warm water.

2. Cut a small, chilled honeydew melon in half  and remove the seeds. Fill each half
with raspberry sherbet and freeze it until firm. Cut each half  into slices or four to six
wedges. Press mini chocolate chips into the sherbet. Serve the melon immediately.
Freeze leftovers.

If  you’re looking for a refreshing slice of  summer, begin with a watermelon theme
and end with happy memories. I’m ready to plan my par-TEA. Won’t you join me to
make smiles?

-Lydia E. Harris is a tea enthusiast, grandmother of  five, and author of  In the Kitchen with
Grandma: Stirring Up Tasty Memories Together and Preparing My Heart for Grandparenting.

Her books are available at many advertisers on these pages or at Harvest House Publishing
www.harvesthousepublishers.com/.

A Cup of Tea with Lydia
by Lydia E. HarrisWatermelon Smiles
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Thousands of bolts of fine quilting fabrics
Hundreds of books and patterns for:

 quilts, stitchery, English paper piecing, and more

50 YEARS AND50 YEARS AND50 YEARS AND50 YEARS AND50 YEARS AND
GOING STRGOING STRGOING STRGOING STRGOING STROOOOONG!NG!NG!NG!NG!

Hours:
Monday 10-9;

Tuesday-Saturday 10-3
1st & 3rd Sunday 1-4

Better Homes & Gardens
Top 10 Shop

Back Door Quilts
2503 Fairview Place,Suite W

Greenwood, IN 46142
(317) 882-2120

WWW.BACKDOORQUILTS.COM

teribackdoor@indy.rr.com

www.OuttaTheShedllc.com

113 Simmons St Plainfield
IN 46168

• Antiques • Home, Primitive and
Vintage Decor

• Farmhouse items • Candles
• Lighting • Textiles

• Bedding • Furniture
• Clothing & much more!

(317)-910-0070
Mon-Sat 11-5

...the leading antique store serving mid-IN since 2013!

5520 25th St | Columbus, IN 47203 | 812.418.8200

Quilting Fabrics • Classes • Notions • Service & Repair - Including Singer
www.SewCrazyColumbus.com • Mon - Fri  10-5,  Sat 10-3

May 6th... Join us for our
Mother’s Day Tea Party - 11 to 2

Excuse Our Mess!
We are doing some remodeling to make

way for a new addition. We will be
carrying... HANDI-QUILTER LONGARMS.

Come visit us for your Longarm needs.

"QUILTS FOR KIDS" PROGRAM IS UP & RUNNING
+ PILLOW CASE DRESSES – OUR DRESS CHARITY

Bring moms, grandmas, sisters, aunts, cousins, friends etc! Have lunch and create your
own Teacup Garden! $20 per person or $35 per 2 people (Price includes Luncheon, Teacup/
saucer, plant seeds & Garden decorations, Souvenir photo) Reserve now! Seating is limited!

TUESDAYS is QUILT FOR KIDS sew days 10-5 and
THURSDAYS: DESIGNING ANGELS Dress Sew Day. 10-5

• • • • • Join us the 1st Friday of every month for our "Share Your Sew"
10:30-12:30 lite breakfast is served. Share your finished & unfinished projects with us!

Check out our...
Special Embroidery Machine Sale

 including free software
with purchase.

Breezy ManorBreezy ManorBreezy ManorBreezy ManorBreezy Manor
Farm Farm Farm Farm Farm Wool Shed

“Like” us on FACEBOOK:
Breezy Manor Farm

5803 E Watson Rd Mooresville, IN  • 317-260-05715803 E Watson Rd Mooresville, IN  • 317-260-05715803 E Watson Rd Mooresville, IN  • 317-260-05715803 E Watson Rd Mooresville, IN  • 317-260-05715803 E Watson Rd Mooresville, IN  • 317-260-0571

Open Most Fri –Sun 12 to 4 (Call first please.)

Morgan County’s only Farm Wool & Yarn Shop
Classes Held Subject to weather check FACEBOOK page

www.facebook.com/Breezy-Manor-Farm-245154612210968

Buy  Local...
Buy Wool

From Ewe to You...
fleece, locks, roving,

handspun yarns, hand
hooked, knitted and woven
textiles. My own fiber kits.

Mail Order
We accept cash,
check & PayPal

Shop Us at...
• Guild Fiber Arts Store

Bloomington Mall  Thur - Sun 12-4
• Hoosier Hills Fiber Festival

Franklin Fairgrounds
June 2-3

• Sometimes on Tue Afternoon
at Mooresville Farmers Market

Friends Church lawn

Breezy Manor
Farm

From Lydia’s Recipe File

*Submitted by Lydia Harris. See article in this edition.

Lemonade Iced Tea

Mix and chill. Serve over ice in frosty glasses. Garnish with fresh lemon slices.
Makes 5 cups. Chill glasses in the freezer until ready to use.

Combine:
4 cups brewed tea (Use 5
teabags and steep for 3
minutes; remove teabags.)
1/3 cup sugar
(or sweeten to taste)

For sweet sips, moisten the glass rims with water and dip them
into sugar.

Add:
1 cup cold water
1/4 cup frozen lemonade concentrate,
thawed
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
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Dear Mom by Janet Young

In 1908 Anna Jarvis, the originator of  Mother’s Day, held
a memorial service for her mother on May 12,1908 to honor
her for all the work she had done throughout her life as an
activist.  Before long other states joined by setting aside time
to honor their mothers.  So, in 1914, it was only natural Presi-
dent Roosevelt would designate the second Sunday in May
as Mother’s Day.  And from that day to the present-day
Mother’s Day is alive and thriving.

So much so, that Anna Jarvis became so upset over the commercialization of  the
holiday, that she wanted it discontinued.  Unfortunately, she passed before she could
get her wish. And, perhaps Anna had a point.  The day was to celebrate the greatness
of  our mothers, and not be spoiled by offerings of  flowers, jewelry etc. If, we would
want to honor our mothers today, how would we do so if  keeping Anna’s original
proposal in mind. Pondering over this challenge, I came up with the idea of  a hand-
written letter.  Hand-written because it makes it more personal, but if  vision problems
exist, then a type-written note will suffice.

In that letter, of  course, you would express your love for her, and how she sacrificed
unconditionally for you. Perhaps you would thank her for all the time she spent with
you, teaching you ways to become independent, so that one day you could be on your

own. For defending you if  the need ever arose.  And for being the glue that held your
family together even to this day.

If  she is an active senior, you might want to compliment her on how you admire her
aging gracefully as she engages in activities, and takes pleasure in each new day. If  you
are beginning to quote your mother even though you said you never would, let her
know.  She might enjoy the laughter it will bring. These are only suggestions to help
you get started.

As a mother I can’t think of  anything that would be more meaningful, more endear-
ing than to receive a heart-felt note from my adult child.  So, perhaps this is the year to
let your mother know how much she means to you.  Don’t assume because she knows
it, there is no reason to tell her, because you may be highlighting something she never
would have guessed you noticed or were touched by it.

I would like to end with a light-hearted quote by an unknown author.  It goes like
this:

“If  at first you don’t succeed, try doing it the way Mom told you in the beginning.”
Remember Mom knows Best!
-Janet Young is a Certified Tea and Etiquette Consultant,  Co-Founder of  Mid-Atlantic Tea

Business Association,  and prior owner of  Over The Teacup
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Hrs: Tues - Fri 10-4 & Sat 10-3

Fresh croissant
sandwiches,
fresh fruit,

fresh Romaine,
desserts  and

assorted
beverages.

“Everything from Yesteryear to Modern Day”

Visit Our Website Enjoy lunch
from our

Deli Menu

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.elizabethskeepsakesIN.com.elizabethskeepsakesIN.com.elizabethskeepsakesIN.com.elizabethskeepsakesIN.com.elizabethskeepsakesIN.com

5827 W County Road 700 N, St. Paul, IN 47272
 (765) 525-6249 • Open Sat 9-3 or by appointment

Olde Barn Primitives

Specialize in seasonal hand mades. Lots
of home decor to make your home your

haven, and a sprinkling of antiques.
Also, Milkhouse candles and goat soap.
like us on Facebook and also

check out OLDE BARN OUTBACK
Now Accepting Credit Cards
Gift Certificates available

“Celebrate May” on May 13 with Tree City Stitches
FREE Gift with purchase at each shop!

Gas Card Drawing with purchase at both shops!
Refreshments Served

(while supplies last)

125 E. Main Street, Greensburg, IN 47240125 E. Main Street, Greensburg, IN 47240125 E. Main Street, Greensburg, IN 47240125 E. Main Street, Greensburg, IN 47240125 E. Main Street, Greensburg, IN 47240
812.222.0920 • www812.222.0920 • www812.222.0920 • www812.222.0920 • www812.222.0920 • www.tcstitches.com.tcstitches.com.tcstitches.com.tcstitches.com.tcstitches.com

Located on the square in downtown Greensburg

Quilt
Quilt
Quilt
Quilt
Quilt

Shop
Shop
Shop
Shop
Shop

Join Us For...
CeleCeleCeleCeleCelebrbrbrbrbraaaaate Mate Mate Mate Mate May on May on May on May on May on May 13y 13y 13y 13y 13

Shop our online store and follow us on FACEBOOK

Tues-Fri 9-5 & Sat 9-4

with Olde Barn Primitives
FREE Gift with purchase at each shop!

Gas Card Drawing with purchase at both shops!
Refreshments Served

See us at: One Stop Shop Hop
in Wabash - July 21 and 22

Wit & Wisdom     by  Roxanne J. Ferguson

I love gardening.   There is nothing more fulfilling
than putting a seed into the ground and watching it
sprout and grow.  Maybe it is the witnessing of  the
miracle of  life that excites me.  Whether it is the nur-
turing of  an indoor plant or hoeing a row of  veg-
etables, the feeling is the same.

I think my fascination with growing things comes
from my grandparents on both sides of  the family.  My paternal grandmother gar-
dened and had a porch full of  houseplants.  In her outdoor garden I remember the
garlic, the beautiful columbine, and clematis.  My maternal grandmother had nice
African violets and a big indoor fern. Outside were peonies, dahlias, gladiolas, and a
garden full of  vegetables.

My interest in gardening started early.  There is a picture of  me as a three or four
year old digging potatoes with my maternal grandparents, Grandma with a scarf  on
her head, Grandpa with a hoe in his hands.

When my husband and I were first married, we started gardening with my grandpar-
ents.  I suppose we thought we were helping them, but they helped us, teaching us
how to plant, tend, and harvest the right way, at the right time.  We bought our first
tiller, moved up on the farm, and have been gardening ever since.

As our children came along, they joined in on the gardening, learning to love the
land as we did and how to live off  what we grew.  My first born daughter called her
great grandparents Grandma and Grandpa Hoe, a name that came from the activity
we did the most with them, gardening.  My middle daughter loved to eat onions at an
early age.  She also would eagerly remove Japanese beetles from berry bushes, a penny
for each bug!  I cherish a picture of  my grandfather with my youngest child.  It shows
her toddling through the raspberry bushes, with a berry bucket in her hands (and
probably a purple berry-stained face!)

As they got older, my daughters always knew there would be three rows of  green
beans in the garden, one row for each of  them to pick.  Then we would sit, under the
big shady red maple tree and snip beans, along with great grandma and great grandpa,
for as long as they were able.

Now, I garden with my grandchildren.  They love to plant seeds and cover them
with dirt.  Sometimes seeds are put where I might not have planned, but that’s alright!
They will bloom where they are planted!

This spring, we planted corn together, along with several other things.  As I showed
them how to place onions in a row two by two, my grandson asked, “Why do you plant
them this way?”

I answered, “That’s how my grandma taught me.”  That is the best and only reason
I could come up with.  Just like knowing that I should put 5 or 6 seeds to a hill of  corn.

For the same reason I put a row of  zinnias at the end of  the garden.  I can still hear
my grandfather tease, “You can’t eat flowers”!

We would sprinkle radish seeds in with the carrots.  Radishes always come up quicker
than carrots, so they help mark the row and can be pulled early.  Grandpa would
always say to plant a dozen tomato plants.  “If  they do well, that’s enough.  If  they do
poorly, that’s enough.”

Grandma would always put in Black – seeded Simpson leaf  lettuce.  We planted
green beans, but a row of  yellow wax beans, because Grandpa said they were easier to
see and pick.  We would plant red potatoes and white potatoes; we planted the pump-
kins with the corn, and grew dill with the cucumbers.  So many traditions.  I have kept
some of  the old ways, but have added some of  my own preferences, but I continue to
garden.  Best of  all, I delight in watching my adult daughters enjoying flower and
vegetable gardening at their own homes. I guess I love gardening because I love to
help things grow.  That includes children and grandchildren.  Fresh air, clean dirt,
green plants, good conversation, lessons of  life, working together, making memories.
Gardening is a family tradition.

-For information on books by the authors of  this column, please contact them at
witandwisdomwriters@gmail.com

Garden Traditions
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Finding Love In The Mourning Doves
    by Kerri Habben Bosman

One reason I like to write these articles is to
remind myself  what is important. They force
me to keep digging until I reach what I want
to express. Sometimes I have to push aside a
lot of  details to achieve that. It is then that I
realize once again how much time is spent on
the minutia of  living.

I don’t mean basic maintenance like grocery
shopping and doing laundry. These tasks and
others like them can become quietly sacred in
their own way just by being grateful for hav-
ing enough. There is much to be said for being dedicated to what needs to be done. It
is when all the details begin gelling that I consciously slow down. If  I didn’t, I might
forget that simply being alive is a precious gift. For underneath all that accumulated
moss is still the rock itself. A core each of  us have that makes us who we are.

Perhaps this introspection is why watching the birds is so relaxing. They, too, have
details to tend to, but they never seem in a hurry. My husband, Wayne, and I enjoy
seeing them land upon the feeder, from the tiny finches to the bigger blue jay. The
chickadee always draws our attention. A male cardinal upon the top of  the crook
gleams endlessly red, and we find his arrival better than anything we’d ever see on
television.

Then there are the birds that feed upon the ground. Each year we have an Eastern
towhee couple arrive in the spring. Papa Towhee is striking in his black overcoat, and
Mama elegant in her simplicity. When the robins start to appear, it is an extra special
day.

But my favorite bird is the mourning dove. Since I was child, I’ve valued the even
coo and steady pace of  this bird. Usually there are two of  them together and some-
times three. They either fly off  in one sudden moment or one ascends and the others
follow.

It is both their immense calm and their sudden energy that inspires me. Each bird
gently strolls upon the ground, eating until it has gathered enough to fill its capacity.
When it is indeed time to fly, they take off  with a deliberate and passionate trill.

They never bother any of  the other birds and even a nearby squirrel twice its size
doesn’t cause them to change their path. They just quietly go about the business of
gathering as if  they know exactly where the next morsel is waiting. A pastel iridescent
light glimmers off  their feathers whenever they are in the sun. It is then that they seem
transformed. One moment they are seemingly drab and the next they are shining.

I try to go about my days and my tasks in a way similar to a mourning dove, ideally
with an even pace wherein somehow everything gets done. I haven’t perfected this
bird’s graceful motions in changing course. I slip into a flutter and then catch myself.
Yet, there have been pivotal moments in my life when I knew exactly what I had to do
and how to do it.

I apply the most important lesson from the mourning doves in how I am with other
people. For all our different personalities and paths, everyone can feel gray and drab
once in a while. Especially when life’s details could overwhelm us. So, I try to draw out
a bit of  light to remind people that they truly shine. Which brings me back to why I
write these articles. There is always the increased self-awareness, but being able to
share with you and others is part of  what keeps me steadfast.

And of  course, there is always remembering the mourning doves.
-Kerri Habben Bosman is a writer in Chapel Hill, NC. She can be reached at

913jeeves@gmail.com.

Life in Skunk Hollow     by Julie A. Druck

Sometimes it’s really hard to find the right greet-
ing card. In anticipation of  Mother’s Day, I find
myself, once again, trekking to the stationery store
for a card that honestly relays my sentiments for
my mother. And, as usual, I come home frustrated
because nothing is right.

The celebration of  Mother’s Day has always been
a little bittersweet for me. On one hand, I love the
day as I anticipate and appreciate the sweet senti-
ments that my children always extend to me.
Whether a card, a gift or simply a little text with
big love behind it, I know that I am loved. On the
other hand, I struggle mightily to find some way to express my feelings to my own
mother.

Though it’s unnecessary to go into specifics, Mom and I have always had a difficult
relationship. And though the relationship hasn’t been what I would have liked, it’s
important to me to figure out how it looks for me to honor her. Learning how to “do”
our relationship has been a continual process of  compassion and perseverance (on
both sides, I’m sure). But I’ve discovered that one major part of  that process for me
has to be to choose gratitude - to look for things within our relationship for which I
can be thankful. Choosing gratitude helps me to fight against bitterness or resent-
ment. And gratitude reminds me to acknowledge my own inadequacies and failures. It
helps keep the playing field level.

One of  the simple things for which I am thankful about my mom is the love and
knowledge of  plants and flowers that she passed on to me. When she was younger,
Mom kept many beds of  lovely flowers about the yard. I would help her tend them,
and she would teach me the names and their habits. Even today, she still loves to line
her windowsills with houseplants. Those learning times cultivated in me a love of  the
beauty of  nature. And as a result, I am passing down that same knowledge to our little
granddaughter who has inherited our green thumb.

An even bigger thing for which I am thankful is that my relationship with my mom
made me very intentional about how I wanted my own family to look. It seems strange,
but sometimes what we learn from others is what not to do. My strong desire to pour
into our children a heritage of  love and faith came about because I was determined
that I wanted a different relationship with my own children.  I am immensely proud of
the three good men we have raised. And I have often wondered if  I would have been
as diligent or as intentional in the raising of  them if  I would have had a more desirable
childhood.

And so, I will continue this journey of  seeking to honor my mom because she’s
worth honoring. It’s tricky at times, and I’ve been tempted to give up but I am deter-
mined to continue to choose to be thankful for our relationship. For I’ve discovered
that even if  you can’t find the right card in the store, you can always choose to write
your own.

--Julie Druck is from York, Pennsylvania, and writes from her farm in Skunk Hollow. She’d
welcome your comments at thedrucks@netzero.com.

Another View of Mother’s Day
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Life on My Farm - Breezy Manor
by Donna Jo Copeland farmeress, fiber artistFamily Values And...

I realize not every lady embraces being a livestock
farmeress in her mid-70s. It is a hard and lonely life with
two certainties--if  something goes wrong, it's my fault, if
something goes right its dumb luck. And I have enjoyed
plenty of both.

My city bachelor brothers are lining up to change my life.
At our last family dinner, it was presented to me that I

needed to sell out, move into assisted living where I could
sit all day, watch TV and tell stories to others. They ne-
glected to realize I would slit my wrists that first day.

I do understand it's hard for families to comprehend life
styles outside the box. They mean well. And I'm sure oth-
ers like me are having these conversations. But "we" hang
on, endure, find love, passion and adventure in our own
way.

A dear friend, Penny, who is 15 years younger, gave me
the best advice-- when I no longer feel the love and contentment from my barn,
animals, garden and loom, it will be time to move. Ok, in 20 years I might be ready.

What families don't understand is how much better, easier our lives would be with a
bit of  physical help, a good word, some encouragement. Alas, even my own children
and grandchildren basically ignore me.

Never thought of  myself  as a white haired warioress but here I am killing it!
A couple years ago I did the ancestors DNA thing--Scottish, Welsh and Irish. Makes

me a wee bit stubborn, hard headed, farm orientated and artistic. Also leads me to
believe my brothers were adopted or dropped off  by gypsies.

Like the old looms and spinning wheels, I use, I have strength, use and delight. As
my hands caress the old lumber, follow old paths in wool spinning and pattern work,
my ancestors smile in the shadows. Weaving on Lady Mary in the loom house, sun-
shine over my shoulder, sheep grazing outside the window, dogs sleeping by the lion
us my idea of  a perfect day. As is cleaning the barn or weeding my gardens.

Spring shearing is done, now I have boxes of  fresh fleeces to skirt, wash, dye, spin...
Create! That's the really fun part--assessing what my sheep have grown, then letting
the fiber tell me what it wants to become.

In my over 50 years of  fiber work, I have learned a valuable lesson--listen to the
fiber. Let it tell you what it wants to become. Following this path, I have never been
disappointed. Of  course, when several fleeces talk at once I am bound to listen, ready
for creation. That's how I wind up with over 100 WIPS, works in progress. And I
confess I am a starter not a particularly diligent finisher. There are a few unfinished
sweaters in my basket of  voting age. One day...

Since this article is for May and June my dye gardens will be giving me fabulous gifts
of  color on those freshly washed and spun fleeces. The wonders of  Mother Nature
never cease to amaze me. A flower, some leaves, berries, roots or bark and you have
awesome color! Every dyepot is visited by Dye Fairies who add their own magic and
hue. Taking the lid off  those pits is like opening presents, always surprising.

I stand in my yard and marvel at the treasures there beneath my bare feet.
We of  today owe so much to those ancient souls who herded sheep, laboriously

turning their wool into clothing. Going further down a fiber path, they discovered dye
plants.

That excitement, adventure, joy lives today in this Maven of  the Wool, Crone of
Ancient Arts. A wool journey which begins anew with each fleece and dyepot, every
single day. I am blessed.
--Donna Jo Copeland writes from her farm, Breezy Manor, Mooresville, Indiana where she tends

her flock and creates art from the wool. Being the 14th generation of  farm owner/operator,
Donna Jo brings alive the struggles of  farm life.

Wit and Wisdom
Born Patriotic

I think I was born patriotic. It may have
something to do with being born on June
14th, Flag Day. I have always liked having
a birthday in June. Usually the sun is shin-
ing and the weather is nice. As a child, my
birthday always lined up with the end of  the school year and the beginning of  summer
vacation. Also, having a birthday on a day when people fly their flags, just adds to the
celebration!

As a second grade teacher, I was glad to be a part of  our school’s traditional Flag
Day program. Teaching the children patriotic songs, poems, and the history of  our
flag, was a joy and a privilege. There is nothing more joyful than seeing children marching
around the auditorium carrying their own American flag. There is nothing more emo-
tional than seeing children hold hands on the risers and lift them together in unity as
they sing about seeing their flag, their country’s flag and knowing they are not alone. I
guess I am just an overly sentimental person.

When I think of  how our country began, why people came here, the goals of  our
founding fathers, and the price that has been paid for our freedom, I am filled with
awe and with pride. I am also saddened by the lack of  understanding and appreciation
of  these things by some of  our population. I think we all could use a lesson in patrio-
tism.

Memorial Day is a day that I think many don’t understand. Growing up, those older
than me called it Decoration Day. This is a day set aside to remember and honor those
who gave the ultimate sacrifice, their lives, for our country. Graves are decorated with
flags, names are read, speeches are made, parades take place. As a young person in the
high school marching band, the biggest impression made on me, was when we marched
single file to the somber tap, tap, tap on the snare drum, as we silently entered and
made our way through the cemetery. Then as we stood in somber silence, the names
were read, rifle shots fired, taps were played. We got it. We knew. We appreciated it.

Now Memorial Day has been moved from the traditional May 30th, to a Monday at
the end of  May. This makes a three day weekend, for traveling, camping, and picnics.
It takes away from the somber remembrance of  those who fought and sacrificed. The
parade in our town no longer takes us through the cemetery. The young band mem-
bers march to the library lawn and then up the street to the VFW. Yes, the names are
read, the rifles are fired, and the taps are played. But the somber march through the
cemetery has been deleted. Only a handful of  people show up in the cemeteries. Only
a handful of  people seem to care. I am thankful for the faithful few. What will happen
when they are gone?

It is not just Memorial Day that people don’t understand or remember. July 4th is
not just a day for fireworks and picnics. It is the day we remember as the signing of
our Declaration of  Independence, when we declared our freedom as a country, no
longer to be controlled as a colony. Veteran’s Day is the day to honor and recognize
our veterans – those who have served in the service and protection of  our country. I
have never understood why many get this day off  from work or school. It seems to me
that the veterans are the ones who should have this day off  from work and be hon-
ored on this day in some way. I have been happy to see that many restaurants honor
veterans on this day.

We should never stop teaching and practicing patriotism. We need to teach the his-
tory of  our country and to understand what it means to be a citizen of  this great land.
I think it is our responsibility. I may be a little old fashioned and I know I am a lot
patriotic.

God Bless America, land that I love.
Stand beside her and guide her
Through the night with the light from above.
From the mountains to the prairies,
To the oceans white with foam
God bless America, my home sweet home.

By Irving Berlin
- Roxanne Ferguson is a retired elementary school teacher. She lives with her husband, Perry, in
northern New York State on what is known as the Tug Hill Plateau. They are the parents of

three grown daughters and seven grandchildren. She enjoys writing, gardening, music, and is active
in her church and community. Roxanne has recently taken on the position of  historian for the

town of  Boylston. (For information on books by this author, please contact her at
witandwisdomwriters@gmail.com.)

by Roxanne J. Ferguson
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Do you know the difference between
herbs and spices? When recently asked
this question, I couldn’t provide an
answer. I knew they were all from plants
but thought the terms were
interchangeable. I’ve been cooking and
baking with them all my life but to learn
the difference provided much insight!

Off  to Google, the expert research assistant… “In broad terms both herbs and
spices come from plants but herbs are the fresh part of  the plant while spice is the
dried root, dried stalk, seed or dried fruit of  the plant and is almost always dried not
fresh. Both herbs and spices add flavor to the dish, however herbs are more subtle
while spices have stronger flavor.” Interesting article by Simi Jois.

Herbs are live plant parts used in its fresh form to flavor or garnish foods or dishes
while spices are used in its dried form or ground into powder to flavor, color, or
preserve foods.

Wikipedia will tell you the history of  herbs and spices date back to the 8th century
BC. They are used not only in culinary creations but are also steeped in boiling water
for teas, used for medicinal purposes, cosmetics, and during religious rituals.

Salt on the other hand, although used to season foods is not an herb or a spice. Salt
is an organic mineral compound that comes from evaporated salt water or that is
mined from salt rocks. Salt has been a treasured commodity for thousands of  years
and is one of  the oldest methods used to prevent foods from spoiling. There are
several types of  salt commonly used for different purposes like curing, pickling brines,
and canning.

The growing season in the northeastern part of  the country where I make my home
is June through September. This summer, I plan to grew the herbs I use the most in
my cooking to have fresh on hand. Then, come fall I will dry them to use as spices
throughout the winter until spring when I can grow them again. I may even buy a
mortar and pestle to grind some powders.

This spring join me in discovering all the different verities of  herbs available at your
local plant nursery or garden center. I’m excited to grow fresh herbs and experiment
with drying each plant’s various aspects to make them into spices and enjoy some in
tea!

-Judy Sharer is the author of  a historical western romance/family saga series titled A Plains
Life, published by The Wild Rose Press. If  you’re a quilter, you’ll enjoy Judy’s romances which
have a thread of  quilting that runs throughout the series. Look for all four books in the series.

They are available wherever online books and eBooks are sold. Visit Judy’s website for more
details. judysharer.com

Herbs and Spices –
What’s the difference?     by Judy Sharer
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Shop listing is accurate as of publication print date.

25 Quilt Shops • Fabric • Fun • Games • Prizes!
Friday, July 21

9am – 5pm
Saturday, July 22

9am – 4pm

The Honeywell Center
275 West Market Street
Downtown Wabash, IN
$5.00 admission

FFFFFooooor mor mor mor mor more ire ire ire ire infnfnfnfnfooooo, co, co, co, co, connnnntactactactactact:t:t:t:t:
Nancy J’s fabrics • 260-563-3505
info@nancyjsfabrics.com
www.nancyjsfabrics.com/links/quilt-shop-hop.php

Back Door Quilts ...................... 2503 Fairview Place  Ste W ............ Greenwood .......... IN .......... 317-882-2120
Caroline’s Cottage Cottons ........195 Weston Street ......................... Rome City............ IN .......... 260-854-3900
Granny Sue Quilts ......................6608N County RD 550E ................. Seymour .............. IN .......... 812-569-3890
Heaven on Earth ..........................4767 N ST RD 15 ........................... Wabash ............... IN .......... 765-833-5461
Lowery Sewing Center .............. 707 E Winona Ave ......................... Warsaw ............... IN .......... 574-267-8631
Mercantile on Main .....................  313 Main Street ............................ Coshocton ...........OH......... 740-662-5956
Nancy J’s Fabrics .........................1604 S Wabash Street .................... Wabash ............... IN .......... 260-563-3505
Nancy’s Fancys Sewing Corner....  1446 NW 5th Street ..................... Richmond ............ IN .......... 765-939-0465
Pohlar Fabrics ........................... 941 West Coe Road ....................... Liberty ................. IN .......... 765-458-5466
Quilts n Gifts ............................ 2020 N Main St Suite A ................. Bluffton ............... IN .......... 260-565-4438
Quilting Memories .................... 9699N  375E.................................. Seymour .............. IN .......... 812-216-2225
Robin’s Nest Quilts & More ........ 26848 Main Street ......................... Edwardsburg ........MI .......... 269-663-3303
Scrapyard Quilt Shop ................ 10501 W 1000 S............................ Wanatah .............. IN .......... 219-733-9980
Stitch in Time Fabrics ............... 2305 Miami Street ......................... South Bend .......... IN .......... 574-234-4314
Stitches Quilt Shop................... 16 Village Square ........................... Cincinnati ............OH......... 513-733-3999
Sweet Stitches Quilt Shop ........ 1575 South Calumet Rd ................. Chesterton .......... IN .......... 219-250-5942
The Quilted Bee ........................ 620 N Main Street.......................... Monticello ........... IN .......... 574-297-5418
The Quilterie ............................ 126 S Main Street .......................... Celina .................. OH......... 419-586-0910
The Quilt Shop at Essenhaus .... 240 US Hwy 20.............................. Middlebury .......... IN .......... 574-822-1270
The Scarlet Thread Quilt Co ..... 1974 E 1000 S ................................ Twelve Mile.......... IN .......... 574-721-5899
Thyme to Sew........................... 1355 N Bendix Dr Suite D .............. South Bend .......... IN .......... 574-855-2297
Tree City Stitches ..................... 125 E Main Street .......................... Greensburg .......... IN .......... 812-222-0920
Unraveled Quilt Store ............... 381 N Fletcher Ave ........................ Spencer ................ IN .......... 812-821-0309
Yoder Department Store............ 300 S Van Buren Street .................. Shipshewana ....... IN .......... 260-768-4887
Zig Zag Corner Quilt Shop ........ 7872 N Troy Road .......................... Greenfield ............ IN .......... 317-326-3115
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COUNTRY
NEIGHBORS

TOUR
Spring Into Summer Tour June 9 & 10

We are a unique gathering of like-minded country folks, bonding
together to unveil our wares and creations. Grab your family and
friends for a tour of our home-based businesses in southern
Indiana... Come for a visit and make a day of it in the country
visiting our 13 hidden gems.

Blessings friends  ~the Neighbors

For a map & list of all participating shops visit:
www.picturetrail.com/countryneighbors

For more info: (812) 834-5529

• Reap the Harvest Tour –  Sept 8 & 9
• Home for the Holidays Tour –  Nov 9 - 11

Future

Tours:

B EB EB EB EB ERRRRRRRRRRIEIEIEIEIES & IVYS & IVYS & IVYS & IVYS & IVY

28 N. Main St. Martinsville, IN
765-342-7722

Open Tues - Sat
Google us for Virtual Tour

Visit us on Facebook
For area information

www.visitmorgancountyin.com

PPPPPrrrrrimitimitimitimitimitivivivivive and Fe and Fe and Fe and Fe and Farararararmhouse Decormhouse Decormhouse Decormhouse Decormhouse Decor
CandCandCandCandCandles,les,les,les,les, R R R R Rugs,ugs,ugs,ugs,ugs, Count Count Count Count Countrrrrry y y y y TTTTTeeeeextxtxtxtxtilesilesilesilesiles

WWWWWililililillololololow w w w w TTTTTrrrrreeeeeeeeee,,,,,    WWWWWool,ool,ool,ool,ool, R R R R Rug Hooug Hooug Hooug Hooug Hooking Sking Sking Sking Sking Suppliesuppliesuppliesuppliesupplies
GourGourGourGourGourds painted bds painted bds painted bds painted bds painted by locy locy locy locy local aral aral aral aral artttttististististist

Anniversary SaleAnniversary SaleAnniversary SaleAnniversary SaleAnniversary Sale
      May 30 – June 3      May 30 – June 3      May 30 – June 3      May 30 – June 3      May 30 – June 3

 join us... join us... join us... join us... join us...

If you have faith as a grain of mustard seed...
nothing shall be impossible! Matt. 17:20

a gathering of
simple goods

and needful things
with a touch
of the past...

229 Salem Rd, Heltonville, IN 47436
812-278-4616

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.facebook.facebook.facebook.facebook.facebook.com/MUST.com/MUST.com/MUST.com/MUST.com/MUSTARD SEEDARD SEEDARD SEEDARD SEEDARD SEED
(On F(On F(On F(On F(On FaceBook TaceBook TaceBook TaceBook TaceBook Type In: Musype In: Musype In: Musype In: Musype In: Mustttttararararard Seed Heltonville )d Seed Heltonville )d Seed Heltonville )d Seed Heltonville )d Seed Heltonville )

Watch for MUSTARD SEED
MONDAY Sales

VISIT US DURING COUNTRY NEIGHBORS TOURS

I don't believe that I am the least bit spontaneous. Every-
thing in my world must be planned and scheduled. Stop for
a coffee when out on errands? Not unless it was planned.
See an estate sale sign and stop to look for vintage linens,
fabric or quilting things? I have, but only after a vigorous
internal debate. Most often, I pass by.

Some years ago, for a significant birthday, my oldest daugh-
ter got the idea that the family should take me on a surprise
vacation. The plan was for them to show up one morning,
tell me to pack a bag for a trip to an undisclosed destination, and take off.

When she shared her idea with her sister, my youngest responded, "How well do
you know our mother?”

Although they proceeded to plan the surprise, fortunately, it was spoiled and I learned
of  the trip. I'm so glad that I was able to anticipate the trip, be confident that all the
details were planned out, and enjoy our family time away. Had this developed as a
surprise, I would have gone into a panic mode, unsure of  the plan, and worried that
details were managed.

There are groups of  quilters who participate in making "mystery quilts." In this
process, the participant is given just the material requirements. The construction steps,
or "clues," are revealed over time.

Participants complete one clue before the next is revealed. As the maker cuts and

Spontaneous? by Barbara Polston

Piecing Life Together

continued on next page
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Lunch: Every Day 11am to 4pm
Dinner: Call for Dinner Hours

Call to verify hours
before coming
a distance.

• Plants
• Antiques
• Garden Treasures
• Herbs
• Old Stuff

Register to Win a Calendar
Register to win your very own calendar featuring Jen Lopez cartoons.
Mail or email your request to the information on the top of page 2.

In my corner of  North America, scenery shifts from month to month in a kaleido-
scope of  colors and patterns. In spring, breath-taking clusters of  pink and white blos-
soms cascade from the branches of  apple and cherry trees. The light-green maple
leaves of  April unfurl and grow larger by early May, providing a lush, shadowy canopy
of  dark green over the quiet lane where we take evening walks at dusk. On a warm day
in June, the full circle of  shade under the big maple on the lawn beckons like a young
mother gathering her children around her for a story.

Humans have always looked to nature as a source of  wonder. A few years ago, as I
did some research on the Oregon Trail, I discovered that the plants and animals en-
countered on the long, strenuous trek to the West coast held a fascination for those
walking mile after mile behind oxen or horses. Adults as well as children delighted in
observing living things they had never seen before, and native women sometimes
helped pioneer women forage for unfamiliar edible plants growing wild. Family mem-
bers wrote letters home describing extraordinary land formations they knew would
amaze their kin.

May and June bring us outdoors, where we can revel in the exceptional beauty of
late spring and early summer. Country lanes shine with buttercups, and meadows are
embroidered with red and purple clover and pink ragged-robin. Listen for melodies
from songbirds. There is nothing like them. Pick a flower, press it, and hide it in a
book. You may discover it months later, faded and pale but still a source of  wonder
and satisfaction.
–2023 Nancy J. Nash. She is the author of  Mama’s Books: An Oregon Trail Story and Little

Rooster’s Christmas Eve, each available on amazon.com and barnesandnoble.com. She has a
B.A. in English composition from Mount Holyoke College and an M.F.A. in Writing for

Children from Simmons College.

by Nancy Nash

Late Spring–Early Summer

sews the bits together, she has no idea what the finished quilt will look like until the
mystery is solved at the very end. I have a friend who designs mystery quilt patterns.
She has created dozens and has a very loyal student following. It probably comes as no
surprise, but I have never taken part in a mystery quilt.

When I design a quilt project, no surprise, it is well-planned. I have a clear vision of
what the finished quilt will look like. Many projects finish exactly as first envisioned.
Some change along the way but, when finished, are still close to the original idea. To
the amusement of  quilting friends, I asked the math expert in the group for the math-
ematical formula to lay out a group of  fabric squares so they would look random. She
responded, "If  there's a formula, it's not random." Clearly, I've even tried to plan
spontaneity!

I appreciate people who are spontaneous and the freedom they seem to have in
living their lives. I appreciate those quilters who are comfortable being spontaneous
and improvisational in their quiltmaking. It's just not me.

I overheard a discussion the other day. One person expressed how much she loved
approaching travel by being spontaneous. She enjoyed approaching each day with the
excitement of  not knowing what she would see or experience - going with the flow.
Her companion simply replied, "I find it relaxing to have a plan and a schedule." I
couldn't agree more!

©Barbara Polston, Tucson, Arizona, February 19, 2023. Barbara Polston, the author a/
Quilting With Doilies: Inspiration, Techniques, and Projects (Schiffer Press, 2015) and

MeetPuppy Brian (2022 on www.puppybrian.com), lives in Tucson where she has failed at
retirement but is getting more time at her sewing machine. Contact her at

barbarapolstonquilter@gmail.com.

Piecing Life Together continued from previous page
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Indiana Quilt Depot &Indiana Quilt Depot &Indiana Quilt Depot &Indiana Quilt Depot &Indiana Quilt Depot &
Machine Services, LLCMachine Services, LLCMachine Services, LLCMachine Services, LLCMachine Services, LLC

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.IndianaQuiltDepot.com.IndianaQuiltDepot.com.IndianaQuiltDepot.com.IndianaQuiltDepot.com.IndianaQuiltDepot.com

812-275-7400812-275-7400812-275-7400812-275-7400812-275-7400

IndianaQuiltDepot@Gmail.com

7966 SR 37 South7966 SR 37 South7966 SR 37 South7966 SR 37 South7966 SR 37 South
Bedford, IN 47421Bedford, IN 47421Bedford, IN 47421Bedford, IN 47421Bedford, IN 47421

• Machine Sales & Service• Machine Sales & Service• Machine Sales & Service• Machine Sales & Service• Machine Sales & Service
• F• F• F• F• Fabricsabricsabricsabricsabrics

• Classes & Seminars• Classes & Seminars• Classes & Seminars• Classes & Seminars• Classes & Seminars
• A• A• A• A• Accessories & Notionsccessories & Notionsccessories & Notionsccessories & Notionsccessories & Notions

Specials on Patriotic & Military Prints
for Memorial Day, Flag Day & July 4th

Bus & RV’s Welcome!

Bus & RV’s Welcome!

May: Check out our
Mother’s Day Sales!

June: Visit us for specials during the
Southern Indiana Shop Hop

Town and Country Cooking
Cruciferous Cooking by Janette Hess

What do Brussels sprouts, broccoli and
bok choy have in common, besides being
trendy and nutritious? For starters, all are
related to cabbage, a cruciferous, fiber-
rich vegetable that may be served raw or
cooked, depending on the season. This
spring, why not leave the cabbage behind
and go for other forms of  cruciferous
vegetables?

Brussels sprouts currently are enjoying
a huge surge in popularity, mostly because
we’ve finally learned that they are much
better baked than boiled. When tossed
in oil and then oven-toasted with walnuts
just to the point of caramelization, they
become a sort of  vegetable candy. Who
could have imagined?

Broccoli and garlic have become
somewhat inseparable on modern menus.
In the recipe for Garlic-Roasted Broccoli,
two forms of  garlic -- minced and
powdered -- help prove the
appropriateness of  the pairing. A bit more
exotic, Sautéed Bok Choy is a quick,
savory take on Chinese cabbage. Soy
sauce, garlic and ginger give this dish its
distinctly Asian flavor.

Try one or all three to satisfyingly
expand your intake of  cruciferous
vegetables.

2 teaspoons sesame seeds
1 bunch bok choy
2 tablespoons peanut oil
1 small carrot, grated
Sauce:
3 tablespoons soy sauce
2 teaspoons brown sugar
2 teaspoons rice vinegar
1 teaspoon freshly grated garlic
½ teaspoon freshly grated ginger

–A trained journalist, Janette Hess focuses
her writing on interesting foods. She enjoys

collecting, testing and sharing recipes.

Sautéed Bok Choy

In small, dry sauté pan, toast sesame
seeds over medium to medium-high
heat, stirring constantly. When seeds
begin to brown, remove from heat.
Allow to continue toasting in pan
until evenly browned. Remove from
pan and set aside. Whisk together
sauce ingredients and set aside. Wash
bok choy and trim away bottom 1 to
1½ inches. Pull head apart and split
each leaf  along rib. Chop into 1-inch
lengths. Heat peanut oil in large, open
pan or wok. Add chopped bok choy
and sauté over medium-high heat for
5 minutes; add grated carrot. Con-
tinue cooking and stirring an addi-
tional 1 to 2 minutes, or until just ten-
der. Remove from heat, toss with
sauce and sprinkle with sesame seeds.
Serve immediately. Makes 4 servings.

Toasted Brussels Sprouts
with Walnuts

1 to 1¼ pounds Brussels sprouts,
washed and thoroughly dried
3 tablespoons walnut oil
1/3 cup walnut pieces
¼ teaspoon kosher salt
2 tablespoons freshly grated parmesan
cheese

Trim and discard sprout ends. Cut
sprouts in half. (Save loose leaves for
use in salads or slaws.) Toss sprouts
with walnut oil and salt. Transfer to
large, rimmed baking sheet. Roast at
400 degrees until sprouts begin to
caramelize, approximately 25
minutes. Remove from oven, give
sheet a good shake and then add
walnuts. Roast an additional 5
minutes. Transfer to serving dish.
Add additional salt, if desired, and
sprinkle with parmesan cheese.
Makes 4 servings.

Garlic Roasted Broccoli
16 ounces fresh broccoli florets
(approximately 8 cups)
¼ cup olive oil
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 teaspoon garlic salt
½ teaspoon kosher salt
¼ teaspoon black pepper

Place florets in large bowl and
thoroughly toss with oil and minced
garlic. In separate dish, combine salts
and black pepper. Sprinkle
seasonings over broccoli and toss
until all seasonings adhere to
broccoli. Scatter on large, rimmed
baking sheet and bake at 425 degrees
for 20 to 25 minutes, or until broccoli
shows signs of  browning. Shake pan
halfway through cooking time.
Garnish with parmesan cheese
before serving, if  desired. Makes 6
to 8 servings.

-Janette Hess is a trained journalist, who focuses her writing on interesting people and interesting
foods. She is a Master Food Volunteer with her local Extension service and enjoys collecting,

testing and sharing recipes. She hopes that you enjoy!

Free Pattern

For more fun and creative inspiration
visit:

www.JacquelynneSteves.com

Free Embroidery Pattern –
May not be sold or used for
commercial purposes. Use
this pattern for embroidery,
wool applique, punch needle
or rug hooking, painted
projects or whatever your
imagination can dream up!
Reduce or enlarge pattern as
desired.Breezy Manor Farm Recipe

*Submitted by Donna Jo Copeland, Farmeress at Breezy Manor Farm.
  See her article in this edition for what’s happening on her farm.

Mom’s Really Quick Deviled Eggs

12 hard-boiled eggs, peeled, sliced long ways
Put the yolks in a bowl, mash well with a fork, add a dash of  salt and
pepper. Mix in enough prepared mustard, she used French’s, to let the
yolks stick together, add 1/2 teaspoon of  cider vinegar, mix well. Fill egg
whites, then sprinkle paprika over the top.

We grew up on these for Sunday dinner and in the farm fields in the 50s.
I still make them.

It doesn't take an acre of  land to make a glorious garden.
In fact, any space will do. A small patio is an ideal spot for a
container garden. So is a porch or balcony.

Personalize Your Container Garden
One of  the best parts about container gardens is that the

containers themselves become part of  the landscape. So you
can really personalize your space with unique shapes, colors, and sizes before you even
put any plants in. From wine crates to old boots, get creative and let the containers
reflect your style, your region or your sense of  humor. For a more symmetrical look,
use a variety of  shapes and sizes of  containers, and be sure to contrast your plants for
color and interest.

What to Plant In Your Containers
First you need to consider what look you want. Are you interested in something

vibrant, dramatic or soothing? Succulents, perennials and annuals all work well. Even
vegetables are a good choice. Keep in mind that you want to choose plants that thrive
in like soil, watering and light conditions to have a successful, easy to care for con-
tainer garden.

Switching the Looks Around
You will no doubt want to enjoy your container garden all year long. So, when the

seasons change, you can too. Simply shift around some containers, add or subtract
different plants (use daffodils and tulips in the spring and mums in the fall), and
suddenly everything looks brand new for a fresh, colorful look. If  you choose to get a
little bold, you can try a few hanging containers, put flower boxes on your railings,
even plug in a tabletop fountain. Your imagination is the only limit to how you can
transform your small space with a container garden.

-Article provided by www.miraclegro.com

Decorate the smallest of spaces with containers
Container Gardening for Small Spaces
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Fancy Works

Offering charts, fabric, fibers for counted
cross stitch, charted needlepoint, embroidery,

cross stitch supplies and designs, frames and more!!

Needlework   Supplies & Accessories

We are “Your NeedleArts Supply Center!”
3635 West State Road 46,

Bloomington, Indiana 47404
Located behind Arby's on Hwy 46 West,

between Bloomington & Ellettsville
812-935-6353 or 877-470-5031

• stitch@fancy-works.com
• Tues - Fri 10-5;  Sat 10-2 – Closed Mondays
• Find us on FACEBOOK at Fancy Works

www.fancy-works.com

Midwest Indiana’s newest Quilting and Fabric
store is now open, The Quilted Bee recently opened
in the north-east part of  Indiana in a quaint little
resort town called Monticello, Indiana. The city is
home to the famous Indiana Beach, which is a 97-
year-old amusement park and the Madam Carroll
which is the largest registered boat in the State of
Indiana that cruises beautiful Lake Freeman.

Kelly and Randy Strong are the owners of  this
new quilting and fabric store, their passion for quilt-
ing was passed on by Kelly’s mother who was a
long-time quilter and got Kelly involved as a young
adult. Kelly and her mother had discussed opening
up a fabric store together for many years but un-
fortunately Kelly’s mother was diagnosed with brain
cancer in 2018 and passed away from the terrible
disease in 2020. The possibility and passion left
Kelly for a while until the couple was doing some
traveling out west to visit their youngest daughter.
After many stops in various quilt and fabric stores
along the way, the spark reignited, and Kelly de-
cided it was time to open a store in honor of  her
loving mother. Randy fell in love with quilt shops
when they were making one of  their trips to Colo-
rado Springs, he said it takes him back in time and
allows him to alleviate the everyday stress in today’s
society.

Kelly is following her mother’s footsteps and
advice with a few things she’s incorporated into the
store: 1. A store should always have a variety of
Fabrics, not just what the owner likes and 2. The
fabric must be a very good quality and reputable fabric - no cheap stuff.

They have some aggressive future plans ahead of  them for the new building and
business. The first step which has been completed was to get the store up and running
selling fabric, pre-cuts, notions, sewing furniture and accessories. They are a Premier
Arrow Sewing Furniture Dealer. The second step is to bring in a reputable Sewing
Machine line to display and sell (they’re getting close to making a decision). The third

The Quilted Bee - New Shop!

Simply PSimply PSimply PSimply PSimply Primitivrimitivrimitivrimitivrimitiveeeee
Home of Home of Home of Home of Home of  Hilltop Candles Hilltop Candles Hilltop Candles Hilltop Candles Hilltop Candles

4445 W State Rd 45, Bloomington, IN 47403
hilltopcandles@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/simprim

• Home décor including:  farmhouse,
French country & industrial

• A variety of handmade and one-of-a-kind items by
local crafters and artisans, including jewelry by

Aura Art Wear and Bass Farm skin care products.
• Handmade Furniture

• Antiques and outside home décor
Hilltop Candles, Air Fresheners and

more, hand poured on site.

Phone:

812-825-9660

Hrs: Tues-Thur 10-4; Fri,     Sat 10-5; Sun 12-4     Closed Mon

continued on next page
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and fourth steps are to purchase a Long Arm so they can offer that service and re-
model a garage area that’s attached to the building to be used for sewing classes, open
sew and house their longarm machine.

If  you’re too far away to visit, they have a very nice and easy to navigate website, go
to www.thequiltedbee21.com to see what they have to offer.

Randy and Kelly love visiting other quilt shops when time allows. To them, other
quilt shops are destinations and that’s what they hope customers get out of  visiting
their store. They have a fun little unique cork board of  the United States hanging on
their wall, when gathering information at the point of  sale from the customer and
their home state is different than Indiana, a pin is placed in that state. At the time of
publication, they had already pinned 10 different states in 5 short weeks of  being
opened.

Kelly and Randy moved to Monticello in 2020 to build their forever retirement home
on Lake Freeman and as Kelly puts it, “It’s the last home before the funeral home.”
They’ve been married for 29 years and have 3 lovely children, one grandchild with
another on the way.

Randy and Kelly love talking to people and would love to see you stop in the store
and say hi! If  you stop in to visit and shop and mention this article, they’ll have some-
thing special for you.

God Bless and Happy Quilting from Randy & Kelly Strong
See their ad for more information and please like and follow them on Facebook.

Writing is a lonely job. It requires concentration, the search for the perfect word,
and the desire to go beyond communication and connect with others. No matter how
alluring it is to leave the computer off, the printer silent, and the home-office door
closed, a topic buzzes in our thoughts demanding the same attention as a mosquito on
a summer day.

So, we write, not really knowing if  we have communicated or connected with any-
one. One of  the joys of  writing for The Country Register is that the publication has
nurtured and grown an international community. We share similar hobbies, interests,
sense of  humor, and traditions.

I know this because of  the emails I’ve received. One example is the article on doi-
lies. It was written on a challenge.  Although my ‘day-job’ is writing about high-tech-
nology topics, I tell my mostly male colleagues about my The Country Register
articles. Following the article I wrote about aprons, I mentioned my delight at hearing
from women who also love wearing aprons.

A man who is an industry leader mentioned that his mom and grandmother wore
aprons and the wonderful memories it brought back. He then casually mentioned that
they also made so many doilies that walking around the house was like walking through
a lace garden. I love that beautiful image. He challenged me to write about doilies, not
knowing that I have a bureau drawer full of  them, as well as a doily on every doorknob
and open surface of  my house.

But the real surprise was not for him. It was for me. After the article was published,
I received emails from women who also love doilies. Connie in Kansas even sent some
doilies tagged for donation.

To everyone who emailed me, I’m grateful for your notes. To the editors who pub-
lished the article, thank you. To The Country Register, I commend you for creating
and nurturing an international community that finds joy and connection in knowing each
other through your publications. There’s no better gift to a writer.

Kind regards,
Barbara Kalkis
BarbaraKalkis01@gmail.com

Dear Editor, 28 March 2023

-Judy Sharer is the author of  a historical western romance series titled A Plains Life, published
by The Wild Rose Press. Book One, Settler’s Life, Book Two, Second Chance Life, Book Three,

Civil War Life and Book Four, Love-Challenged Life are available wherever online books and
eBooks are sold. If  you’re a quilter, you’ll enjoy Judy’s series with a thread of  quilting throughout

the story. Visit Judy’s website judysharer.com for more details.

The Quilted Bee -
New Shop! continued from previous page
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In the crazy quilt of life
I’m glad you are in my

Block of Friends!
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FORT WAYNE QUILT FEST 2023
The Quilt Fest is awaiting your viewing pleasure on June 16th and 17th at the Grand

Wayne Convention Center in Fort Wayne, Indiana. We are very excited to connect
with you, fellow Quilt enthusiast. You will experience an unforgettable two day event
showcasing a vast display of  quilts, a
learning experience in Schoolhouse,
numerous Vendors with their demos, The
Cherrywood Challenge collection
GRAFFITI, and other special Quilt Fest
features.

The 2023 Raffle Quilt: Bountiful
Blossoms, designed by Appleseed Quilters
Guild member, Marcia Brindle is shown
here. Watch for the exhibit.

We are confident that you will come away
with refined knowledge, new techniques and
best of  all, creative inspiration.  We’re ready
for your visit!

Check our ad in this issue of  The Country
Register. Also check out our Quilt Fest
Website at www.fwquiltfest.com for all
the details.

Proudly presented by Appleseed
Quilters Guild.

Vendors at the event include:
Edwards Sewing Center
A family run business committed to

serving the community with over 35
years experience. Their friendly sales
consultants are here to fit your wants
and needs in a product, no matter how small or large the purchase. Free lessons and
over the phone support with purchase of  any new machine and as always Edwards
Sewing Center guarantees the lowest prices.

They carry only quality sewing machines, sergers, sewing furniture, pre-owned units,
and accessories; all at competitive pricing.

Edwards Sewwing Center also has factory trained technicians to care for your
equipment, no matter the brand.

Grandma-N-Me Quiltin
What better memories do you have than those spent with your grandparents?
Grandma-N-Me Quiltin is the Granddaughter/ Grandmother duo located in rural

Indiana. We are a unique collaboration of  the fine art of  quilting and bringing it back

to life as a new aged art form.
Our name says it all, Grandma is from

the baby boomer generation born in 1948
and then there’s “me”, a Gen Z. What a
crazy gap in life, but what better way to
make a business grow, from experience
and tradition with new ideas of product
and growth!

At the age of  7, I started working at
our local quilt shop here in Portland
during the summer with Grandma. As I
grew a love for sewing and putting
together fabrics, I knew that’s what my passion was. Two years later after our local
quilt shop closed its doors, Grandma and I knew we had to open our own.

In 2018 Grandma at the age of  70 and me at the age of  13, opened the doors to
Grandma-N-Me Quiltin. We started out buying a Gammill quilting machine and buying
a few fabrics. Fast forward to now, and we have two Gammill quilting machines, two
10 needle embroidery machines, a growing fabric variety, and offer many more services
as well as a distributor for Janome Machines. We put pride and joy into our community
and in Portland’s generations to come.

Be sure to visit all of  the vendors at the Fort Wayne Quilt Fest on June 16th and
17th at the Grand Fort Wayne Convntion Center
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All roads lead to RAll roads lead to RAll roads lead to RAll roads lead to RAll roads lead to Rome... Cityome... Cityome... Cityome... Cityome... City, Home of:, Home of:, Home of:, Home of:, Home of:

Caroline’s CottaCaroline’s CottaCaroline’s CottaCaroline’s CottaCaroline’s Cottage Cottonsge Cottonsge Cottonsge Cottonsge Cottons

195 W195 W195 W195 W195 Weston Street,eston Street,eston Street,eston Street,eston Street,
RRRRRome Cityome Cityome Cityome Cityome City, IN 46784, IN 46784, IN 46784, IN 46784, IN 46784

260-854-3900260-854-3900260-854-3900260-854-3900260-854-3900
TTTTTuesuesuesuesues-F-F-F-F-Fri 9-5; Sat 9-2ri 9-5; Sat 9-2ri 9-5; Sat 9-2ri 9-5; Sat 9-2ri 9-5; Sat 9-2

(Closed Sun & Mon)(Closed Sun & Mon)(Closed Sun & Mon)(Closed Sun & Mon)(Closed Sun & Mon)

Visit our 1870’s cottage, where each room has a different focus.
wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.CarolinesCottageCottons.com.CarolinesCottageCottons.com.CarolinesCottageCottons.com.CarolinesCottageCottons.com.CarolinesCottageCottons.com

JOIN US FOR OUR ANNUAL MID-SUMMER SALE
JUNE 20TH THRU JUNE 24TH

Here to help you turn fabric into Heirlooms!
We are your... Happy Place and we are here to serve you!

ALSO...WE ARE PART OF A NEW EVENT IN
NORTHERN INDIANA!

The Elkhart County Quilt and Fiber Expo
We offer quality quilting fabrics, including the
Tilda fabrics, wools, 20’s 30’s, Reproduction

1800’s and contemporary fabrics.

Simplee Stated Gifts, Home
Decor & More!

Check FB for Specials, Sales & EventsCheck FB for Specials, Sales & EventsCheck FB for Specials, Sales & EventsCheck FB for Specials, Sales & EventsCheck FB for Specials, Sales & Events
100 W Garro St, Plymouth, IN • 574.936.5259

Hours: Tue-Fri 10-5:30 & Sat 10-3

Simplee Stated
The spring and summer event season is fast
approaching.  Mother's Day, Graduation parties,
Father's Day, and Wedding season. We can help
with gifting for all of these occasions, just stop
by and let us know what we can help with!
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